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HOUR OF POWER OF 31.05.2009 
 
 PROGRAM OPENING/TRUMPET FANFARE/V.O. 
VO: Today on the Hour of Power: Mandisa was a fan favorite on season five of 
American Idol. Today, she returns to the Crystal Cathedral to share how God 
helped her overcome the painful memories of being molested as a child. 
MANDISA: I just believe that, you know, people look for miracles and like the 
raising of the dead. I think the biggest miracle that God can do is when He 
actually renews somebody’s mind and that’s what He’s been doing in my life. 
VO: Then Mandisa shares her incredible voice with us on the Hour of Power. 
MANDISA: He is with you in the conference room, when the world is coming 
down on you and your world.. 
VO: And stay tuned as New York Times best selling author and pastor John 
Maxwell continues with part three of his powerful series, “Put Your Dream to the 
Test.” 
JOHN: We cannot always choose the spirit of another toward us, but we can 
always choose the spirit within ourselves toward them. Why? Because our attitude 
is a choice. 
VO: Join us today for the best hour on television, the Hour of Power from the 
Crystal Cathedral. 
  
 HYMN - "Joyful, Joyful..” 
Joyful, joyful, we adore You, God of glory, Lord of love; Hearts unfold like 
flowers before You, opening to the sun above. Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; 
Drive the dark of doubt away; Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of 
day. Amen! Amen! Amen! 
 
 GOOD MORNING/INVOCATION 
RHS: This is the day that God has planned around you. So the key word today is 
‘enjoy.’ Enjoy this light, the faces, twinkles in eyes of persons you never saw 
before. Enjoy the music; enjoy the positive thoughts that are coming in. Yes this 
is God at work alive in you. 
 Thank You God that You are real, moving through this place. A spirit 
coming from hearts of humans; coming from the faces of humans, coming from 
the sounds of humans singing and praying. Boy, are You ever real. Hallelujah, 
Amen. 
 
 HYMN - "Blessed be the Name" 
All praise to God who reigns above in majesty supreme, Who gave His Son for us 
to die, that He might us redeem! Blessed be the Name, blessed be the Name, 
blessed be the Name of the Lord; Blessed be the Name, blessed be the Name, 
blessed be the Name of the Lord. 
 
His Name shall be the Counselor, the mighty Prince of Peace, of all earth's 
kingdoms, Conqueror, Christ's reign shall never cease. Blessed be the Name, 
blessed be the Name, blessed be the Name of the Lord; Blessed be the Name, 
blessed be the Name, blessed be the Name of the Lord; Alleluia! 
 
 SCRIPTURE – Hebrews 11 & 12 - RHS  
RHS: You may be seated.  
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 Now faith, what is it? It’s being sure of what we hope for and certain of 
what we do not see. How profound. By faith we understand that the universe was 
formed at God’s command so that what is seen was not made out of what was 
visible. Therefore, let us throw off everything that hinders and let us run with 
perseverance the race marked out for us; that is fix our eyes on Jesus, the author 
and the perfector of our faith Who, for the joy set before Him, endured the cross 
and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider Him who endured 
such opposition so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. No discipline 
seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of 
righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it. Therefore, 
strengthen your feeble arms and weak knees. Make level paths for your feet so 
that the lame may not be disabled but rather healed. 
 Wow! May God add His blessing to the reading of His holy word. 
 ANTHEM - "The Holy City" 
Last night I lay a-sleeping, there came a dream so fair. I stood in old Jerusalem, 
beside the temple there. I heard the children singing and ever as they sang, I 
thought the voice of angels from heaven in answer rang. I thought the voice of 
angels from heaven in answer rang. 
 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, lift up your gates and sing. Hosanna in the highest, 
Hosanna to your King. Hosanna to your King! 
 
And then I thought my dream was changed the streets no longer rang; Hushed 
were the glad Hosannas, the little children sang. The sky grew dark with mystery; 
The morn was cold and chill, as the shadow of a cross arose upon a lonely hill, as 
the shadow of a cross arose upon a lonely hill, 
  
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, Hark! How the angels sing! Hosanna in the highest, 
Hosanna to your King! 
 
And once again the scene was changed; new earth there seemed to be. I saw the 
Holy City beside the tide less sea. The light of God was on its streets, the gates 
were open wide and all who would might enter and no one was denied. No need 
of moon or stars by night, or sun to shine by day, it was the new Jerusalem that 
would not pass away. It was the new Jerusalem that would not pass away. 
 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem! Sing for the night is o’er! Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna 
forevermore! Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna forever more! Amen! 
 
  RHS THANK YOU TO CATHEDRAL CHOIR 
  RHS: Thank you Cathedral Choir for that beautiful piece of 
music. 
 
 INTERVIEW - MANDISA                        
*****************************************************************
RHS:  ROBERT H. SCHULLER           M: MANDISA                    
****************************************************************  
RHS: Interesting how you can study names of people and I happen to be Holland 
Dutch ethnically and in the history of Holland in the Netherlands, people didn’t 
have names until Napoleon came along and he insisted that every person have a 
name. And that’s why in Holland you will see names like Van Troop or Van 
Anderson or Van this or Van that. That means from here, from the pond, from the 
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dyke, or you’ll see names that start with D: DeHaan, DeVries because the John 
DeVries, who lived by the dykes. Interesting.  
What’s happening today are one named people. Wow. I have a one named person 
today. I don’t know if she planned it that way or if it’s just evolving but its 
Mandisa. Well, you know about Mandisa. In season five of American Idol, she 
became the finalist. Her powerful voice went straight to the hearts of the viewers 
and she continues to touch the hearts of every one who hears her today. During 
her season of the competition, when she was on stage to perform, the host 
publicly ridiculed her for her weight. Comments like “will the stage hold her?” 
Wow. 
Well he apologized and when she got on stage after the comment she said “if 
Jesus can forgive me then I can forgive you.” That’s how we were introduced to 
Mandisa. Let’s talk to her. Mandisa come on up here.  
M: Hi. 
 RHS: Hi Mandisa. Wow. Since your last visit, you’ve lost a lot of 
weight! 
 M: I have, yes; I lost about 80 pounds since.. 
 RHS: 80? 
 M: ..I was on American Idol. Thank you. 
 RHS: Wow. You didn’t lose it around your eyes or your lips; that twinkle 
and smile is beautiful as it always did. 
 M: Oh, thank you. No I lost it somewhere back here. 
 RHS: How did you lose it? 
 M: Well a lot of hard work, to be honest. I changed the way I ate, I 
started exercising. Really what happened is that I started recording my album 
“Freedom,” and I realized that the songs that I was writing, the songs I was being 
drawn to, were about being set free and I knew I did not want to stand on a stage 
and tell the world that God could set them free from anything that held them 
captive and still myself be bound by what has been a lifelong food addiction. So I 
just kind of kicked it into high gear and started a lot of hard work and a lot of it is 
physical, but a lot of it is a spiritual journey, as well. 
 RHS: You know I’ve had that problem myself, overweight. You’re 
laughing. I know I use past tense election. It’s always there, but what has this 
done to your faith, your enthusiasm for living? 
 M: It has strengthened it more than anything I’ve ever done in my life. 
The fact of the matter is this is not just a physical journey for me. This has been 
an addiction, it’s been a food addiction and so because of that, there are spiritual 
implications. I feel like the enemy has had me bound for so long for most of my 
life and now I feel like I’m walking in victory and I feel like the Lord is just 
pleased with me because I’m being obedient to what He’s called me to do. 
 RHS: You said the enemy. What did you mean? Do you expose and share 
those childhood issues that gave you problems? 
M: Absolutely because it happens to so many people. One out of three women 
go through what I did. And I was molested when I was child and then when I was 
sixteen I was raped. And I started to equate being beautiful with being in danger 
and so as a result I started turning to food and that was my way of protecting 
myself. I was shielding myself with flesh in order to protect myself from being in 
danger and what the Lord has been teaching me since beginning on this journey of 
freedom is that God is the only one that can satisfy me and protect me and bring 
me comfort. I can’t turn to food any longer. I really need to learn to turn to Him 
and so it’s been just as much of a spiritual battle for me losing weight, as it has 
been a physical one. I just believe that, you know, people look for miracles in like 
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the raising of the dead; I think the biggest miracle that God can do is when He 
actually renews somebody’s mind and that’s what He’s been doing in my life. 
 RHS: Everybody is born with the capacity to think negatively or 
positively. To think positively, beautiful thoughts, it is God in you. Negative 
thoughts, it is an evil spirit.. 
 M: Yeah. 
 RHS: ..in you. There is an evil spirit. 
 M: Absolutely. 
 RHS: And how do we keep him from controlling us? 
 M: Well the fact is that we serve a God that is bigger than that evil 
spirit and so really the enemy can’t do anything to us without first checking with 
God first, just like we saw with Job, so the way that we don’t let him control us is 
by turning to the Lord and letting His power work through us to defeat him. 
 RHS: Wow. Wonderful. Now, you have a CD out? 
 M: I do. Yeah, it just came out a little while ago. 
 RHS: Yeah, and I have one up here. 
 M: Yeah, you do. That’s yours. Take it home with you. 
 RHS: Oh it is? Thank you. This is Mandisa, called “Freedom.” Wow. 
Dance, dance, dance. 
 M: Yeah. 
 RHS: You wouldn’t cry, that’s Andrew’s song. 
 M: That is, yeah. 
 RHS: Broken Hallelujah! Freedom song. Thank you. Do we have this? I 
think we have it in our bookstore, don’t we? 
 M: You do, yeah, it’s out there. 
 RHS: Sure, or they can telephone in here for Hour of Power and we can 
connect them. 
 M: Absolutely. 
 RHS: But what out of this, you’re singing a song today, which one? 
 M: Right, I’m going to do a song called “He is With You.” I feel like 
in this world right now there are a lot of people going through difficult times, and 
the song is an encouragement to you, no matter what you go through, no matter 
what your faith is, we serve a God who says that I am with you always and I will 
never leave you nor forsake you. 
 RHS: If some of you have a difficulty embracing that concept, just 
remember this: there’s always somebody with you. Seldom, rarely are you totally, 
completely alone. And to be totally alone means you cannot think, you do not 
think, you’re in a haze. You’re seldom that way. And God lives through people. 
That’s where I am today. It’s amazing how I sense the nearness of God. He’s in 
you. He is in me. He is in the people next to you. They may not talk religious, 
they may not act religious but God is still in them. And unexpected words come 
out of people around us and encourage us, right? 
 M: Absolutely. 
 RHS: And that’s what you do for us, not just through words but words 
with music. Here she is. 
 M: Thank you.   
   
  SOLO – MANDISA – “He is With You” 
There’s a time to live and a time to die. There’s a time to laugh and a time to cry. 
There’s a time for war and a time for peace. There’s a hand to hold in the worst of 
these, in the worst of these. 
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He is with you when your faith is dead and you can’t even get out of bed or your 
husband doesn’t kiss you anymore. He is with you when your baby’s gone and 
your house is still, and your heart’s a stone, crying "God, what’d You do that 
for?" He is with you. 
  
There’s a time for yes and a time for no. There’s a time to be angry and a time to 
let it go. There’s a time to run and a time to face it. There is love to see you 
through all of this, through all of this. 
  
He is with you in the conference room when the world is coming down on you 
and your wife and kids don’t know you anymore. And He is with you in the ICU 
when the doctors don’t know what to do and it scares you to the core He is with 
you. 
  
We may weep for a time but joy will come in the morning, the morning light. He 
is with you when your kids are grown, when there’s too much space and you feel 
alone and you’re worried if you got it right or wrong. And He is with you when 
you’ve given up on ever finding your true love, someone who feels like home, He 
is with you. When nothing else is left and you take your final breath He is with 
you, He is with you. 
 
RHS THANK YOU TO MANDISA 
RHS: Wow. Mandisa, you are wonderful.  
M: Thank you. 
RHS: We love you, thank you.  
 
INTRODUCTION TO JOHN MAXWELL 
 RHS: I’m thrilled to welcome back to our pulpit today, truly one of the 
great preachers in the world. And we will be having the great preachers of the 
world come to this pulpit so that anytime, any Sunday you won’t ask who’s 
preaching today, you’ll know its going to be terrific. 
 I welcome back John C. Maxwell. Each year he speaks to Fortune 500 
companies, international government leaders, the NFL, ambassadors at the United 
Nations, and churches around the country. He’s back to share his message series, 
The Dream Journey of Joseph, based upon his new book “Put Your Dream to the 
Test.” I like that. 
 Let’s give a warm Crystal Cathedral welcome to John Maxwell.  
         
 MESSAGE/PRAYER – JOHN MAXWELL  
 "The Dream Journey of Joseph III – How to Do What is Right When 
Things Turn out Wrong" 
JM: Thank you very much, Dr. Schuller. Good morning. Let me ask you a 
question. How many of you would raise your hands and say John, I’ve had, in the 
past, a bad morning. How many of you would raise your hand and say in the past 
I’ve had a bad day. A bad week? Maybe you’d raise your hand and say I’ve had a 
bad day this week. Bad days happen, don’t they? And in Joseph, as we follow him 
on his dream journey, he had a lot of bad days. He had a lot of misfortunes. As a 
very innocent young teenager, he was sold into slavery in Egypt, and then he was, 
as an innocent person, framed and put into prison, and when he was in prison, he 
helped a fellow and began to share with him his dream and asked to be 
remembered and then he was forgotten.  
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If you look at the journey of Joseph, the thing that absolutely stands out is that he 
had a lot of very difficult times. In fact, he lost some of the best years of his life. 
And yet, not one time do we see Joseph have a bad attitude. Not one time do we 
see him do something or say something that would perhaps be disappointing in 
his reaction. You see Joseph realized, it’s not what happens to you, it’s what 
happens in you that really counts. You see you and I cannot choose all the time 
what will happen to us, but we can choose at all times what happens within us. 
We cannot always choose the spirit of another toward us, but we can always 
choose the spirit within ourselves toward them. Why? Because our attitude is a 
choice. The attitude I have today is an attitude that I have chosen. The attitude 
that you have right now is the attitude that you have chosen. It’s a choice. That’s a 
disgusting thought, isn’t it? Wouldn’t we rather blame someone else for our 
attitude? Oh it’s my boss, it’s my work, it’s my physical ailment, it’s my spouse. 
We all would like to kind of blame someone else for the attitude we have when 
it’s not a good attitude but to be honest with you, it’s a personal choice.  
Several years ago, my wife Margaret and I were having a conference and we were 
doing a question and answer period of time, and one of the ladies at the 
conference looked at my wife Margaret and said I have a question for you, and 
Margaret said sure. She said does John make you happy? Now I’m standing right 
beside her when she asked the question. You’re going to get the picture real 
quick. And to be honest with you, I was kind of glad the question was asked 
because I just kind of think I’m an awesome husband. And Margaret looked at the 
lady who asked the question and she answered it immediately. I mean have you 
ever seen or heard somebody answer a question so quickly that you knew that 
they had been waiting for that question all of their life. And immediately she 
looked at the lady who asked the question and she said no, she said, he doesn’t 
make me happy. Again, I’m standing beside her. It’s my conference. And I said 
Margaret, honey, sweetheart, explain to the people what you mean, and she said 
well yes I’ll be glad to. She said I realized that the first six months of our marriage 
he would never make me happy. I don’t know if you have the gift of discernment. 
But we’re going downhill rather quickly. And then she said because for the first 
six months, that’s exactly what I expected. We were married, we were in love and 
she said I expected him. She said, I was a schoolteacher, he was a pastor of a little 
church, and I expected when we’d come home together in the evenings that we’d 
be able to spend the time together. Sometimes he had to go to the hospital, 
sometimes I had to grade papers, she said the first six months I realized that he 
would never make me happy. And then one day she said I understood that 
happiness was my responsibility. She says I realized that if I’m going to be happy, 
it’s a choice that I have to make and other people can’t make me happy, other 
people can’t choose or form my attitude, I choose it myself. And then she said and 
when I made that decision that attitude was a choice and I would make myself 
happy, then she said now John adds immeasurably to my happiness. That was 
close. 
Well you see, what Margaret said that day, Joseph knew. Joseph knew that even 
though bad things were going to happen to him and he was going to have a lot of 
bad days, he understood very quickly that those could not control his attitude. 
Those could not control the spirit that was within him. Now I’m not here to share 
with you some kind of fluffy message on attitude where you basically just think 
that if you can see it you can believe it, or that attitude is everything. I don’t think 
attitude is everything but I think it’s the main thing that makes a difference in 
your life and my life. I mean attitude won’t overcome incompetence. I mean you 
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may have a great attitude at work but if you’re incompetent you’re still going to 
probably get fired. The only difference is you’ll be happy. 
And as we watch the dream journey of Joseph, there are three things that just 
stand out to me in this story that I want to share with you as we follow his life that 
helps us to understand how to do the right things when things turn out wrong. 
Number one: He added value to others. While things were going badly for Joseph, 
he invested in others and he continued to add value to their lives. Instead of being 
consumed with what was wrong with his life and what was not going well in his 
life, he said instead of that I’m going to think of others and I’m going to add value 
to their life. Let me give you two examples as I read some scripture. Potiphar. 
Here’s an example. Joseph ended up living in the home of the Egyptian master 
and his master recognized that God was with him and saw that God was working 
for good in everything that he did and he became very fond of Joseph and he 
made him his personal aide. In fact he put him in charge of all of his personal 
affairs, turning everything over to him. And from that moment on, God blessed 
the house of the Egyptian, all because of Joseph. The blessing of God spread over 
everything that he owned and in the fields and all Potiphar had to concern himself 
was eating three meals a day. Joseph did such a good job adding value to Potiphar 
that he didn’t have major concerns. When Joseph was in jail, here’s the response 
of the jailer to Joseph. The head jailer put Joseph in charge of all the prisoners. He 
ended up managing the whole operation and the head jailer gave Joseph free 
reign, never even checked on him because God was with him. Whatever he did, 
God made sure that it worked out for the best.  
As you go through the life of Joseph, you can see whether it’s the cup bearer’s 
life, the jailer, Potiphar, Pharaoh, Egypt, even Joseph’s family, what you see is 
examples of somebody who constantly invested in others. Isn’t it interesting, 
while Joseph’s dream did not seem to be coming true over the years, he invested 
in helping others with their dream. Again, the natural tendency for all of us is to 
pull back and to kind of withdraw and go inside of ourselves when difficult times 
come and kind of think of ourselves and our bad situation and how difficult it is, 
but Joseph is teaching us in this dream journey, that what we do when we’re 
going through difficult times is to forget ourselves and to invest in others and add 
value to them. 
Now there are four ways to add value to people. In my life of adding value to 
people, I have discovered number one if you want to add value to people you 
must value people. It’s impossible to add value to people that you don’t value, in 
fact if I devalue you, if I don’t think much of you, if I don’t think highly of you, 
then I’m not going to invest in you, I’m not going to add value to you. In fact, to 
be honest with you, I’m going to withdraw that investment. 
I have a non profit organization Equip that trains leaders in over a hundred 
countries. And we’re a lot of times in developing countries and one of the 
tendencies I find many times in those countries is leaders who kind of devalue 
their people and kind of live for the best for themselves and not for the best of 
others, not understanding of the leadership responsibility. Well if I’m going to add 
value to you, the first thing I must do is I must value you.  
When I was given the privilege of coming to the Crystal Cathedral, and having a 
little part in helping Dr. Schuller, I wanted to do it immediately, Dr. Schuller, 
because I value you so much. I value who you are, I value what you stand for, I 
value what you have taught, I value the principles I’ve learned from you. And 
when you value somebody, you want to invest in their life and add value to them.  
Now secondly you add value to people when you know and relate to what they 
value. Isn’t it interesting how Joseph always said tell me about your dream? Open 
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your heart to me. Let me listen to you. What was Joseph doing? He was finding 
out the things that were closest to their heart and the things that were closest to 
their mind. He was adding value to them by knowing and relating to what they 
value.  
Thirdly, we add value to people by making ourselves more valuable. As we get 
better, we’re able to help more people so as we improve; now we have the 
potential of helping others improve and finally we add value to others by doing 
the things that God values that has an eternal nature to it. So here’s Joseph. 
Things are not going well. He’s having several bad days, weeks, months, years. 
But what is he doing during those times? He is investing in others. He’s adding 
value to their lives. 
The second thing that Joseph did that was right when things were going wrong in 
his life is he was patient. He had the ability to wait on his dream. Now that’s not 
easy for me. When I teach on patience, you have to understand this is not a strong 
suit of mine. I have to admit, I’m not a very patient person. And I wanted to be 
patient; years ago I did, until I realized that tribulation brings forth patience and 
so I haven’t been praying for patience.  
But Joseph, he was willing to wait on his dream. You see, dreams are conceived 
long before they’re realized. Again, if you have a great dream, its worth waiting 
for. A great dream is like a large aircraft on a runway. If you have a large aircraft 
on a runway, if you have a large dream, it takes a long time for you to ramp 
enough speed up for that plane to get in the air. You see, you don’t do it on a short 
runway. You’ve got to have a long runway. Now if you’ve got a real little dinky 
plane and just like if you have a real little dinky dream, you can get that up real 
quick. I know some people who have helicopter thoughts. 
But if you have a big dream, you’ve got to use the whole runway. It takes a long 
time for you to be able to lift it off. Again, I know. I was a pastor in Lancaster 
Ohio during the 1970’s and on July 4th, 1976, the 200th birthday of America, as a 
young pastor, we were outdoors, having an outdoor “I love America” rally on 
Sunday. A few thousand people were there as I was teaching and as I was doing 
the teaching that morning, I just sensed God speak to me like I had never before. 
And I sensed that he said John I want to give you a ministry to train leaders. In 
fact on the way home that day, I shared with my wife Margaret, I said, you know I 
sensed today that God is going to give me a ministry to help and develop trained 
leaders and she asked me, she said John, what are you going to do about it? I said 
well nothing, I said if its God’s idea, God will open the door. You don’t need to 
take a crowbar with you. God will open the doors.  
And pretty soon an opportunity came for me to train leaders, I’d like to tell you it 
was a great leadership conference, but it wasn’t. I didn’t know that much about 
leadership and not very many people knew about me and so we had 17 in Kansas 
City. And I taught them for five days. Five days, nonstop from 8 to 8. Those poor 
people. By the end of the last day, they had their heads laid on the table and they 
were hitting their hands on it and they were basically saying I give up, I surrender. 
Just let me out. I’ll lead, I’ll lead, just let me loose, just let me loose. And then I 
said well if I’m going to fulfill the dream that God has given me, then what I want 
to do is I want to influence people that I’ll never talk to and so I decided I wanted 
to write books. People like Dr. Schuller inspired me and so I wrote my first book, 
Think on These Things. Only a hundred pages. Took me a year to write it. Thirty-
three chapters. That’s three pages a chapter. In fact a lady came up recently and 
had that book and said oh this is the first book you ever wrote. Would you sign it? 
Well I’ll be glad to sign it but I said honestly, it was my first book. It’s not really 
good. Oh she said I love it, I love this book. I said well what do you love about it? 
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I never heard anybody say that about that book. She said oh I love the short 
chapters. Oh she said I just love those short.. she said oh where did you ever think 
of just putting real short chapters together. I said lady, it was my first book. In 
fact, to be honest with you, I’ve had three pages was about as good as it could get. 
In fact some of the chapters are two pages too long!   
But the dream expanded and the books began to cross over and go into the 
corporate, in the secular community. And I began to say well God’s enlarging my 
borders. And then 12 years ago, I began to have the opportunity to speak 
internationally, which was really on my heart, and we began this organization 
called Equip that now has become an amazing, amazing ministry. We’re in over 
100 countries, 47 different languages, and in 1976, I had the dream to train 
leaders and in 2006, 30 years later, we had through Equip trained one million 
leaders internationally. And now it’s just amazing. In fact we’re up over three 
million, we’re training in over a million a year because it’s now beginning to 
compound and it’s just an incredible blessing. But you see what you have to 
understand is it took Joseph a long time to get there.  
Now when he got there, all of a sudden things began to compound and things 
weren’t very exciting, in fact in my next message, I’m going to talk about what 
happens when your dream does come true. I’m going to talk about what do you 
and I do once that dream comes true and how do we respond to it? Because that’s 
exactly what happened to Joseph. He had to wait for 30 years, he had to wait for a 
long time, he had to be patient before he realized his dream. So he was patient, he 
showed the willingness to wait on a dream because it was a big one and he 
realized it was worth his while. He invested in added value to others and the third 
thing he did when he had those bad difficult times is he was forgiving. He learned 
that no matter what somebody did to him, that the greatest way to rise above ill 
will and things that are difficult is to have a forgiving spirit and the story I’m 
going to read now is very touching to me. It’s when Joseph’s brothers have come 
to Egypt because of the famine. He is now second in command, he is a ruler over 
Egypt, his brothers don’t realize its Joseph, and they’re in desperate financial, 
physical conditions. And Joseph is about to reveal himself to them. So listen to 
the language as I share it with you. 
Joseph couldn’t hold himself any longer. He cried out to his attendants leave, 
clear out, everyone leave. So there’s no one with Joseph when he identified 
himself to his brothers, but his sobbing was so violent that the Egyptians couldn’t 
help but hear him. In fact the news was soon reported to Pharaoh’s palace. And 
Joseph spoke to his brothers, I am Joseph, is father really alive? But his brothers 
couldn’t say a word. They were speechless. They couldn’t believe what they were 
hearing or seeing and Joseph said to his brothers, come closer to me, and they did. 
He said I am your brother Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. But don’t feel 
badly. Don’t blame yourselves for selling me. God was behind it. God sent me 
here ahead of you to save lives. There’s been a famine in the land now for two 
years. The famine’s going to continue for five more. Neither plowing nor 
harvesting, God has sent me on ahead to pave the way and make sure that there 
was a remnant in the land to save lives and in an amazing act of deliverance, so 
you see, it wasn’t you who sent me here, but God. He sent me to this place. He 
put me in charge. He made me the ruler of Egypt. Then Joseph threw himself on 
his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept. And Benjamin wept on his neck. He then 
kissed all of his brothers and wept over them. And only then were his brothers 
able to talk with him. 
Forgiveness is not forgetting. We hear people sometimes say well I forgive you 
and I’ll forget. No, no. Forgiveness is not forgetting. We don’t forget. Forgiveness 
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is remembering. Forgiveness is remembering what has been done to us and be 
willing to choose to forgive a person for it.  
My friend, only God can change a life and forgive sin. And He gives us the spirit 
within us to be like Joseph because he modeled forgiveness to us to forgive 
others. So when things are not going well, and you’re having a bad day, bad 
week, bad month, invest in others, get your mind off of yourself, put others first. 
Be patient. It takes time sometimes to realize the dream. And always have a spirit 
of forgiveness because that spirit will let you soar on high and be the person that 
God intended you to be. God bless you.  
 
 HYMN - "Rejoice, the Lord is King" 
Rejoice, the Lord is King: Your Lord and King adore! Rejoice, give thanks, and 
sing, and triumph evermore: Lift up your heart, lift up your voice! Rejoice, again I 
say, rejoice! 
 
Rejoice in glorious hope! Triumph in God above: Sing we to our Redeemer King, 
the God of love. Lift up your heart, lift up your voice! Rejoice, again I say, 
rejoice! 
 
His Kingdom cannot fail, He rules o'er earth and heaven; The keys of death and 
hell are to our Jesus given: Lift up your heart, lift up your voice! Rejoice, again I 
say, rejoice! 
  
 BENEDICTION - RHS 
 RHS: Now may the Lord bless you and keep you. May the Lord make 
His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you. And may God give you His 
peace in your going out and in your coming in, in your lying down and in your 
rising up, in your labor and in your leisure, in your laughter and in your tears until 
you come and stand before Jesus in that day which for you there will be no sunset, 
only eternal light and life forevermore. Happy Sunday. God bless. 
 
 ANTHEM – “My Eternal King” 
My God, I love You; Not because I hope for heaven thereby, nor yet because who 
love You not may die eternally.  
 
O my Jesus, You embrace me upon the cross, O my Jesus, You embrace me upon 
the cross. O my Jesus, You embrace me upon the cross. For me did bear the nails, 
the nails and spear, and manifold disgrace, and manifold disgrace. 
 
Why, then why, O blessed Jesus not should I not love You well? Not for the hope 
of winning heaven or of escaping hell; Not with the hope of something gained, 
not seeking a reward; But as You loved me, O ever loving Lord! 
 
I love You, and will love, and in Your praise will sing; Solely because You are 
my God and my Eternal King! 


