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HOUR OF POWER OF 16.12.2007 
 
PROGRAM OPENING/TRUMPET FANFARE/V.O. 
 
From the Crystal Cathedral in Garden Grove, California, join Robert Schuller in 
an Hour of Power now celebrating our 37th year as the face and voice of positive 
Christianity to the world. 
 
 
 
HYMN - "O Come, All Ye Faithful” 
 
Oh come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant. Oh come all, oh come all to 
Bethlehem. Come and behold Him, born the King of angels. Oh come let us adore 
Him, oh come let us adore Him, oh come let us adore Him Christ, Christ the 
Lord! Joyful and triumphant! 
 
 
 
GOOD MORNING/OPENING SENTENCE/INVOCATION - RAS 
 
RAS: Good morning! It is a beautiful day to be able to feel the presence of God 
here in this place and to feel the warmth of Christmas. Are you feeling the warmth 
of Christmas yet? Well then turn to the person standing next to you, behind you, 
shake their hand and say Merry Christmas, God loves you and so do I! 
 
Well my father has recently returned from Washington DC where he joined 
President Bush for the annual lighting of the National Christmas Tree. He gave 
the invocation there. It is a pleasure to have you back, Dad. He’s going to be 
interviewing Sharon Hanby-Robie, the resident home décor expert, from QVC, 
who is here to share with us how you can have a faith filled and stress free 
Christmas and I really want to emphasize the stress free part, I like that.  
 
We have the multiple Grammy Award winning, The Blind Boys of Alabama. 
They’re going to be singing for us, it’s a pleasure to have them with us. We have 
the Crystal Cathedral Academy Chorus under the direction of Carol Aspling; we 
have Sean Groombridge at the Hazel Wright organ, Michael Skidgel, directing the 
Crystal Cathedral Choir, Marc Riley and the Hour of Power Orchestra. And so 
this is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
Dear Heavenly Father, we thank You that You are a gracious, loving, good God. 
That You have brought us out here today because You have a message for us to 
hear. You have a song for us to sing, You have words for us to say. And so use 
our lips, our minds, our hearts to worship You and to glorify Your name and to 
give thanks, and to recognize the beauty of this season. Christ, we love You Lord, 
Amen. 
 
 
 
HYMN - "The First Noel" 



- 2 - 

 
The first Noel the angel did say was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they 
lay; In fields where they lay keeping their sheep on a cold winter's night that was 
so deep. Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel. 
 
 
 
O let us all in one accord sing praises to our heavenly Lord, the God Who reigns 
o'er heaven and earth did give us His love through our dear Savior's birth. Noel, 
Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel. 
 
 
 
ANTHEM/GUEST CHOIR – CCA CHORUS - “Glory to God” 
 
The shepherds were out in the fields one night; Glory to God in the highest! 
Watching their sheep by the stars' faint light; Glory to God in the highest! 
Suddenly! the night sky blazed; An angel said, "Do not be afraid; I bring you 
good news of great joy this night!" Glory to God in the highest! 
 
 
 
Jesus is born: the hope of the world! Peace on earth; good will to all; Glory to 
God in the highest! In silence, the shepherds were terrified glory to God in the 
highest! But joy filled their hearts as the angels cried: "Glory to God in the 
highest!" "To Bethlehem in a manger bed, go worship Him," the angel said. 
Rejoicing, they journeyed to see the Child, singing, "Glory to God in the highest!" 
 
 
 
Jesus is born: the hope of the world! Peace on earth; Good will to all; Glory to 
God in the highest! Jesus is born: the hope of the world! Peace on earth; Good 
will to all; Glory to God in the highest! Gloria in excelsis deo, gloria in excelsis 
deo. Glory to God in the highest! 
 
 
 
RHS THANK YOU TO CCA CHORUS & CAROL ASPLING 
 
RHS: Carol Aspling, you are wonderful. Everybody loves you. The way you 
bring the best out of these souls. Wow. Yes, I was in Washington this past week, 
second time I’ve been invited to be with the President at the lighting of the 
Christmas tree and two years ago and again this year. They always have a 
children’s choir come in and I was thinking of this children’s choir as I listened to 
choir, great, great children’s choir from Ohio, but I think, this choir is a tad above. 
 
 
 
SCRIPTURE – MATTHEW 2:1-11 - RHS 
 
RHS: Oh, it’s so exciting to be a happy Christian. Lots of faiths, lots of 
superstitions, lots of religions still offered to us in this year 2006. But we have 
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found a faith that puts an authentic smile on the face, hope in the heart, and 
confidence that our future is blessed. Wow, listen now to the reading of the 
scripture. From St. Matthew chapter two, story of the wise men’s search for 
Christ.  
 
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of Herod, the king, 
behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem saying, “Where is He who has 
been born King of the Jews? We’ve seen His star in the east and have come to 
worship Him.” And behold, the star which they had seen in the east went right 
before them, until it came and stood over where the young child was. And when 
they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. And when they’d come 
into the house, they saw the young child with Mary, His mother, and fell down 
and worshiped Him. When they’d opened their treasures, they presented to Him 
gold, frankincense and myrrh.  
 
May God bless the reading of this, His holy story.  
 
 
 
ANTHEM - "Good Christians, All Rejoice!” 
 
Good Christians all, rejoice, with heart and soul and voice; Now give heed to 
what we say; Jesus Christ is born today. Shepherds, kings before Him bow, and 
He is in the manger now. Christ is born today, Christ is born today! 
 
 
 
Good Christians all, rejoice, with heart and soul and voice; Now we hear of 
endless bliss; Jesus Christ was born for this! He has opened heaven's door and all 
are blessed evermore. Christ was born for this, Christ was born for this! 
 
 
 
Now ye need not fear the grave; Jesus Christ was born to save! Calls you one and 
calls you all, to gain His everlasting hall. Christ was born to save. Christ was born 
to save. Christ was born to save!  
 
 
 
Good Christians all, rejoice, with heart and soul and voice; Now give heed to 
what we say: Jesus Christ is born today. Shepherd, king before Him bow, and He 
is in the manger now. Christ is born today; Christ is born today, today, today! 
 
 
 
RHS THANK YOU TO CATHEDRAL CHOIR  
 
RHS: Thank you Cathedral Choir. 
 
 
 
INTERVIEW – SHARON HANBY-ROBIE  
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***************************************************************** 
 
RHS: ROBERT H. SCHULLER SHR: SHARON HANBY-ROBIE  
 
****************************************************************  
 
RHS: My guest today is Sharon Hanby-Robie. QVC. Oh, Sharon has been an 
interior design expert for over thirty years. She’s appeared on the Today show, 
PBS, HGTV, and the Discovery Channel. Today, Sharon is the resident home 
decorator for QVC, and the author of two new books, “The Simple Home” and “A 
Simple Christmas” and I like that word simple. She also has a strong faith in God, 
and is here today to share with us uplifting and useful tips on creating a style of 
life that combines beauty and functionality with hope and spirituality. Here to 
share with us how we can have a faith filled, stress free Christmas this year, 
please welcome Sharon Hanby-Robie. 
 
Sharon, how did you ever get into interior decorating? 
 
SHR: Well.. 
 
RHS: You’re probably the national famous interior decorator today, number one, 
how did you get into it? 
 
SHR: Well when I was about seven, I don’t know how I knew, but I knew it’s 
what I wanted to do. And by the time I was fourteen I was decorating my own 
room, wallpapering, cutting legs off of antique furniture and paint.. 
 
RHS: Amputating furniture? 
 
SHR: SHHH, don’t tell my mom. 
 
RHS: Oh. 
 
SHR: No, really I just knew it, and then I was fortunate enough to get into this 
career and I was practicing for about twenty years and I had sort of this crisis of 
career and I thought what kind of ministry is this? I spend people’s money. And 
God was so gracious to me because I spent that day in His word and He took me 
through the Bible and I found verse after verse about how important the home 
really is and the difference I could make and I sobbed my way through that day 
but, that was twelve years ago and I’m still practicing. 
 
RHS: Wow. Why is the home so important to you? 
 
SHR: Well, first of all it’s the first world that our children experience. Everything 
they learn there is what they’ll take forward into the rest of the world, whether it’s 
chaos, or order or a peaceful atmosphere, or one that’s not so peaceful. It’s also 
the only environment over which we have any control. And so this should be the 
place that we create sanctuary, that we create an opportunity for love and 
nurturing, and certainly expressing our faith.  
 
RHS: You know I’ve long had a line - I would never buy a home that doesn’t 
have an east window. I want the sunshine to come into the home.  
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SHR: I agree with you one hundred percent. 
 
RHS: At the beginning of the day. I don’t know what to do if you don’t have that. 
Put up a big light. 
 
SHR: Well, that’s what some people do that have seasonal affective disorder who 
suffer from not having enough sun, they use lights.  
 
RHS: Is that right? Terrific. Well, how long have you been with QVC? 
 
SHR: I have been with QVC for three years, and it is an amazing place to work. It 
really is. 
 
RHS: Why? 
 
SHR: Well, because they really.. it was started by a Christian man.. 
 
RHS: Oh really? 
 
SHR: ..and those values are still there and it’s.. everybody’s supportive and 
encouraging and they really encourage you to just grow and try new things. So 
it’s wonderful. 
 
RHS: Fantastic. Now, tell me does your faith make a difference in your life? 
That’s a dumb question because it’s so obvious, you know, but share with me, 
how does your faith.. 
 
SHR: Well, you know I’ve been through some difficult times in my life, I’ve 
survived cancer..  
 
RHS: You did? 
 
SHR: ..I’ve survived divorce, and God has been so faithful to me and I see that 
His fingerprint across my entire life and when you can look back on even the 
things that you did so wrong and know that He was faithful to turn them around, 
and how could I have created this life? I couldn’t have educated myself for it, I 
couldn’t have orchestrated it, I couldn’t have planned it, to be able to work at my 
passion for all these years, and make a difference in people’s lives, are you 
kidding me? He’s everywhere. 
 
RHS: Yes, He surely is. You know it’s only by later years that I began to see six 
million people on planet earth has six potential creatures through whom God can 
be operating even if they don’t believe in Him. 
 
SHR: Absolutely. 
 
RHS: The Bible is very clear that He used people who didn’t believe in Him. 
Well, you’ve got something very interesting here, tell us about it. 
 
SHR: Well, when it comes to simplifying Christmas, I really want people to begin 
to change their expectations, and not expect a perfect Christmas because that’s 
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what causes the disappointment, the frustration, and the anxiety. And what I want 
instead, for us to refocus and just hopefully have a mindfulness towards the great 
gift that we’ve been given in Christ Jesus as our salvation for Christmas. And so 
I’m going to simplify the holidays, and not compete with all the retailers, you 
know, the problem with picking up something new for your Christmas tree this 
year is next year there’ll be yet another style and another after that. 
 
So I have some simple things, let me grab these. And so I say start with what you 
have. So, they named these today, Cranberry Floaters. I didn’t really have a name 
before that. But what I’ve done is just found some cylinders around the house, and 
added some greenery, some cranberries, and a little floating candle. And as simple 
as that I have Christmas. You want it to look more formal, just add a formal 
ribbon; I’ve chosen to use raffia. I’m from Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. Very 
country. And, you know, the star is so representative of Christmas holiday and 
Christ was born in a manger. It wasn’t very fancy, so I went in the backyard and 
found a few twigs and made little triangles that suddenly become stars. It’s a great 
project for children, and its great reminder what Christmas is really about. 
 
RHS: Thanks. Why do you think God wants us to simplify our lives? 
 
SHR: Because even when we have good intentions, our busyness even in good 
busyness or our consumption of beautiful things can get in the way. I call that 
superfluous stuff and when we have superfluous things in our lives, it eliminates 
the possibility for objectivity and honesty. And that’s what we really need to have 
in our lives. And when we get all those things out of the way, then we can begin 
to focus on who God wants us to be.  
 
RHS: I used to think that through lots of things I might want, but I find more 
distracted by too many things that I don’t need. 
 
SHR: Exactly. 
 
RHS: Now what do you do with them? 
 
SHR: You gift them to someone else. 
 
RHS: That’s a good answer! Ok, but my problem is most everything I have is a 
gift from someone. 
 
SHR: In that.. 
 
RHS: Then what do you do? 
 
SHR: ..well, then you take a really beautiful picture of it, and you write a 
wonderful story about the memory’s you have of it and then you gift it to 
somebody else. 
 
RHS: Oh, now that’s very clever, very creative. And how do you keep your faith 
so alive? 
 
SHR: Well, it’s just, you know, when I had cancer I finally learned what to pray 
unceasingly really meant. And so it became a part of my every moment now. And 



- 7 - 

so, there’s always a conversation going on in my head with God so it’s pretty 
easy.  
 
RHS: I like that. I like that. God is always working through us more than we 
know, through the thoughts that come. So, keep on keeping on. 
 
SHR: Thank you. 
 
RHS: God loves you, so do I. 
 
SHR: Thank you. 
 
RHS: Merry Christmas. 
 
SHR: Merry Christmas.  
 
 
 
 
 
RHS INTRODUCES THE BLIND BOYS OF ALABAMA 
 
RHS: Now it’s my great honor to welcome back to the Crystal Cathedral The 
Blind Boys of Alabama. Let me say that I don’t think there’s another group of 
singing persons who’ve been at it longer and better. So after six decades - think of 
it, they’re in their seventy’s. After six decades, the past two years they won 
consecutive Grammy awards. Well for the past three years! Welcome back. They 
got started six decades ago in a blind school in Alabama. Now more popular than 
ever. Fantastic.  
 
MALE: We’d like to say, Blind Boys are so very glad to be here today. Dr. 
Schuller, your staff is.. congregation.. I just want to let you know that you’re so 
friendly, you’re so kind, you’re so loving, and we love you. And a Merry 
Christmas to you. Thank you. 
 
 
 
MUSICAL GUESTS – THE BLIND BOYS OF ALABAMA - “Go Tell it on the 
Mountain”  
 
Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere, go tell it on the 
mountain that Jesus Christ is born! (Say it again!) Go tell it on the mountain, over 
the hills and everywhere, go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 
 
While shepherds kept their watching over silent flocks by night, behold 
throughout the heavens there shone a holy light! And He told me to go tell it on 
the mountain, over the hills and everywhere, go tell it on the mountain that Jesus 
Christ is born. And He told me to go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and 
everywhere. Go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born.  
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When I was a seeker I sought both night and day. The Lord promised to help me 
and He showed me the way. Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and 
everywhere, go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born!  
 
He promised to make me a watchman upon the city walls and if I am a Christian, I 
am the least of all. Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere, go 
tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! Go tell it on the mountain, over 
the hills and everywhere, go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 
 
He told me to go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere, go tell it 
on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born!  
 
 
 
MUSICAL GUESTS – THE BLIND BOYS OF ALABAMA - “Silent Night”  
 
Silent night! holy night! All is calm, all is bright. Round yon virgin, mother and 
child, Holy infant so tender and mild, sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly 
peace. 
 
 
 
Silent night! holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight! Glorious stream from 
heaven, heaven afar, Heavenly hosts sing "Alleluia, Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born!" 
 
Silent night! holy night! Son of God, love's pure light, radiance beams from Thy 
holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, 
Lord, at Thy birth. 
 
 
 
MESSAGE/PRAYER - ROBERT A. SCHULLER  
 
"The Grace that Redeemed the World" 
 
RAS: Well you know when I was in high school; my father told a story that I 
remember to this day. You know different stories you hear can be very impacting. 
And this story was obviously very impacting to me because gosh it was 15 years 
ago that I heard that story, at least. At least. Maybe double that, almost. But I was 
sitting in the Arboretum which is the old church and I listened to my father tell 
this story and it was about a little boy who built a boat. And I pictured in my mind 
a great big sailboat and this kid went and he manufactured this boat, he polished 
the hull, had it all painted and spent weeks and months building this boat until it 
was just right. And then he took it down to the river to sail his boat. And as he put 
it in the water, he watched with great dismay as this boat; first he jumped up with 
glee because the boat sailed so good but then when he couldn’t run along the 
shore fast enough to catch it, his glee turned to sorrow as he watched his boat just 
sail off into the distance, never to be seen again. 
 
Well some time later, he was downtown with his mother and he’s walking past 
the toy store and there in the window of this toy store is this magnificent beautiful 
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boat and his eyes popped out of his head, he couldn’t believe it. It was his boat! In 
the window of the toy store! Somebody had found it, taken it to the toy store, sold 
it to them and they were so impressed by this boat that they stuck it in the front 
window with a for sale sign on it. So he went marching into there and goes excuse 
me sir, that’s my boat. And he goes, I’m sorry son, you have to buy that boat 
before it’s your boat. He says no, no, you don’t understand. I made that boat with 
my hands. That’s my boat in the window! And he said son I don’t know whether 
you built that boat or not, but I bought that boat. And that boat is mine but I’d 
love to sell it to you, it’s in the window. All you have to do is get the right amount 
of money and you come back here and that boat is all yours. And this little boy 
was very discouraged because he didn’t have any money. 
 
So he went and he worked himself to the bones, saving all of his nickels and 
dimes and dollars, whatever he could until he finally had enough money. He went 
running back to the toy store and he bought his boat back. And he held on to that 
boat and he walked out of that store saying you’re my boat, you’re my boat, 
you’re my boat. You’re twice my boat! First you’re my boat because I made you. 
Secondly you’re my boat because I bought you. 
 
And that’s the way God looks at every single one of us. You’re twice His boat. 
First because He made you. He made you just the way you are with all the 
beautiful characteristics that you have. Every tweak and nuance, every 
idiosyncrasy and gift that you have is part of what God wanted you to have 
because God made you that way. And then God sent His Son Jesus Christ as a 
baby. He sent Him into this world so that whoever believes in Him will 
experience the joy of His grace. And God buys you back and you’re God’s twice 
over first because He made you, then because He bought you. 
 
There’s a text I wish to read this morning. It’s from Ephesians it’s, gosh it’s one 
of my favorite verses. I’ve got a ton of favorite verses but this is one I’m sure 
you’re all familiar with: “It is by grace that you have been saved, through faith 
and this is not from yourselves, it is a gift of God. Not by works so that no one 
can boast. For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good 
works which God prepared in advance for us to do. For it is by grace that we have 
been saved.” I can’t tell you how often I’ve shared the gospel with people in a 
conversational form and in a manner and one of the questions that I’ve been asked 
numerous times is saved from what? You ever heard that question? You ever been 
asked that question if you’re talking about the gospel? Saved from what? And you 
know the traditional answer to that question is well you’re saved from hell and 
you’re saved from damnation and fire and it is the traditional answer that we have 
when we say we have been saved by grace. We are saved. And the answer is true. 
But I would say in addition to that, the answer is incomplete because we have to 
remember that God’s grace casts a big net. His grace is all encompassing.  
 
One of the first miracles that Jesus did after He rose from the grave, was He 
appeared before the apostles and the apostles are out there fishing and they’ve 
been out there all night and they haven’t caught a thing and He yells to them and 
says ‘cast your net on the other side.’ And when they do they cast their net and 
they pull in such an incredible harvest of fish that they practically break their nets. 
And I believe it is an example of what Christ does in our world today. He casts a 
huge net and His nets are full with the grace of His redeeming love. 
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One of the things we’ve doing for many years now is we’ve been distributing a 
little card. I keep it with me in my money clip here. Here it is: my ticket to 
heaven. How many people here have a ticket to heaven? There’s one, there’s 
another, there’s a few of you have a ticket. There’s one sticking up in the air. How 
many people have a ticket to heaven? There’s quite a few of you but there’s more 
of you who don’t have a ticket to heaven. Well this is just a little something that 
we’ve printed a long time ago, probably two, three years ago. Which simply says 
this: “Anyone who comes to Me I will in no way cast out, Jesus Christ.” And 
underneath that you simply sign it to say you accept it. And that’s the ticket to 
heaven. A very simple little piece of plastic. All it costs is about 50 cents to send 
this little piece of plastic out, and when we do we ask people to send a donation 
and most people do and we have sent out literally thousands of these.  
 
And this past week we were talking about different budget cuts that we may have 
to enter into because we’re having some financial struggles and this was brought 
up that well you know, it cost us about $15,000 last year to print and distribute 
these tickets to heaven. Do you think we should cut it out of the budget? And 
guess what I said: What’d I say? What did I say? We’re going to keep distributing 
tickets to heaven, is that a good idea? We want people to realize that God casts a 
big net and I want to encourage people to get one of these. You can go online, you 
can order one. We’ll send it to you. And if you want to send us a contribution you 
can. It doesn’t matter. We want to send you tickets to heaven. We have sent out 
thousands of these and we’ll continue to send out thousands of these because God 
casts a big net. But I think we’re far more than just saved from separation from 
God, from hell.  
 
And I think the message is far more profound when we realize that there’s 
something that takes place when we accept the grace of Jesus Christ. We are 
saved from our negative thinking. And it is negative thinking that just continues to 
demoralize us as individuals, as people, as a nation, as a community. The 
demoralization talking says I’m not good enough. I’m not rich enough. I’m not 
slim enough. I’m not whatever it is. And you can get into this enormous enough-
ness thinking where I’m never enough, I’m not good enough, I’m not happy 
enough, and the grace of Jesus Christ redeems us from this negative thinking so 
we can understand the beauty and the reality of who we are in Christ Jesus. And 
we can get away from the lies that hold us back from being all we are. The lie 
says that hah, I am a sinner because I sin. And that is a lie. You may not even 
recognize it as a lie and you may not recognize it until I tell you the truth and the 
truth is that you are a saint who still sins, but you are a saint. You have been 
redeemed by God. You have been surrounded with His grace. You’ve been 
purchased by Him and you are a saint. The lies are that my identity comes from 
whatever I can do. The things that I have done make me who I am. And that is a 
lie. The truth is that your identity comes from God and what God has done for 
you. That is the truth. The lie is that my behavior tells me what to believe about 
myself. And the truth is that your belief about yourself determines your behavior. 
Negative thinking is eradicated when we accept and realize this beautiful promise 
of Jesus Christ that through His grace we are redeemed.  
 
But then I’d go on one more thing and we are saved from what? I would take it 
maybe a little different and say we are saved for what. What are we saved for? 
We have been saved for a purpose and for a reason. God has given us His grace 
and redeemed us so that we can be empowered and strengthened and motivated 
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and inspired to be the people that God has called us to be. To do what God has 
called us to do. And to aspire to that which He has envisioned for our lives. 
 
December 10th in Oslo Sweden, the Nobel Peace Prize was presented to a 
gentlemen from Bangladesh. His name is Mohammed Yunus. Do you know what 
he does? He loans small amounts of money to extremely impoverished people. 
That’s all he does. He’ll loan two, three hundred dollars, sometimes even a 
hundred dollars to someone. And as far as they’re concerned, it’s a years worth of 
salary. And it gives them the ability to be able to get out of the trap that they have 
found themselves in, and to free themselves from this financial bondage and give 
them the ability to be what they’ve been called to be. And for this he has received 
the Nobel Peace Prize.  
 
Today, there are many people who are doing this. That they can get out of that 
extreme poverty situation. Now extreme poverty, I’m talking about the 800 
million people in this world who live on less than $350 a year. And you loan 
somebody who makes that much money $300, and it’s an enormous sum of 
money. And they can go and I was listening to one illustration of a young woman 
who said she was able to go and buy a sewing machine and now she can sew 
clothes and she’s now making money and earning a living to be able to get an 
education for her children. 
 
We are called by God for a purpose, for a reason. We were created by Him with 
special talents and gifts and abilities. We have been saved by Him to be able to 
use these talents in a way that’s going to glorify His name. But, let us remember 
these words: We are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good 
works, but we are not saved by our good works, we are saved by His grace, a gift 
given to us because of His enormous love for every single human being on planet 
earth, He gives it to us. And that’s why we’re going to continue to give away our 
tickets to heaven. We have a gentleman who found his purpose for living. He 
writes to us and he asks for a thousand tickets to heaven at a time. I’m questioning 
whether he cuts those up and gets a new one every day just to make sure it’s good. 
And so we contacted him to find out what in the world do you want with a 
thousand tickets to heaven? He says well I’m giving them away. I’m going to the 
prisons and I’m giving them to people in prison.  
 
God casts a huge net, a net which reaches out and redeems His people and saves 
them, not only from hell, but He saves them from their negative thoughts which 
demoralize and tears us down. And He gives us the positive thoughts. Then in 
addition to that, He saves us so that we can be the people He’s called us to be.  
 
A few weeks ago my wife and I were in Landstuhl Germany and we were praying 
for some of the troops that were there and the other people who had been injured 
in Afghanistan or Iraq and flown to this medical center in Germany. We met a 
gentleman there who was from SriLanka and he had literally had his arm blown 
off but sewn back on. You could see the stitches going clear around his arm. And 
he was sitting there saying you know I was blown up not once but three times. I 
was involved; there were three mines there that went off all around me, three 
separate occasions. And I’m still alive! He said I know why I’m alive. I’m alive 
because Jesus Christ bought me with His grace. And Jesus Christ wants me to go 
home and share it with my family because they don’t know who Jesus is. They 
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don’t know what Christmas is all about. And so I’m going to get well and I’m 
going to go home and I’m going to tell my family why I’m alive today. 
 
Jesus Christ was born 2000 years ago. And He’s casting His nets today and He’s 
bringing in an incredible catch. A catch of hope and joy. A catch of peace and 
goodwill. A catch of brothers and sisters from every corner of this globe. And 
He’s redeeming our minds with positive thoughts and good works. 
 
Next week I’m going to be talking about faith, the faith that restored the world. 
Dear Heavenly Father, we thank You that You are truly in process, You’re in 
process of changing our minds, our hearts, our souls. You are touching our bodies 
and bringing health and healing, You’re touching our minds and bringing hope 
and inspiration. You are touching our souls and bringing us closer to You. And so 
we thank You Lord for what You’re doing in this church, in this place at this time 
and we love You Lord and we praise Your name, and all God’s people said 
together, Amen. 
 
 
 
HYMN - "Joy to the World" 
 
Joy to the world! the Lord is come; Let earth receive her King; Let every heart 
prepare Him room, and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing, and 
heaven and heaven and nature sing. Joy! Joy! Joy! Joy! 
 
 
 
BENEDICTION - RAS 
 
RAS: And now may the blessings of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit fill your minds and your hearts with the grace of Jesus Christ. That 
you might experience the presence of His reality and His goodness, that when you 
see the uniqueness with which He created you that you will use those gifts in a 
wonderful way, Amen.  
 
 
 
MUSICAL GUESTS – THE BLIND BOYS OF ALABAMA - “Last Month of the 
Year”  
 
Well tell me, when was Jesus born? Last month of the year. Tell me, when He 
was born? It was the last month of the year? Tell me when, when was Jesus born? 
It was the last month of the year. Well was it January? No, No. February? No, No. 
March, April or May? Was it June, July, August, September, October, November, 
the 25th day of December, the last month of the year. 
 
 
 
Tell me, when was Jesus born? The last month of the year. When was Jesus born? 
It was the last month of the year. Tell me when was Jesus born? It was the last 
month of the year. Well was it January? No, No. February? No, no, March, April 
or May? Was it June, July, August, September, October, November, the 25th day 
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of December, the last month of the year. Well He was born of the virgin Mary 
wrapped up in a swaddling laid down in a manger. Was it January? No, No. 
February? No, no, March, April or May? Was it June, July, August, September, 
October, November the 25th day of December, the last month of the year.  
 
 
 
Tell me, when was Jesus born? The last month of the year. When was Jesus born? 
It was the last month of the year. Oh tell me when was Jesus born? It was the last 
month of the year. Well was it January? No, No. February? No, No, March, April 
or May? Was it June, July, August, September, October, November, the 25th day 
of December, the last month of the year. 
 
 
 
You know God told Moses on the mountain top. Tell, me, tell me, when was 
Jesus born? The last month of the year. When was Jesus born? It was the last 
month of the year. Tell me when was Jesus born? It was the last month of the 
year. Well was it January? No, No. February? No, No, March, April or May? Was 
it June, July, August, September, October, November, the 25th day of December, 
the last month of the year. It was the last month of the year. The last month of the 
year. The 25th day of December, the last month of the year. 


